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Department drafts new mission statement 


ir 
News Briefs : 


New section of I-295 & 1-195 
open in Hamilton Township 


Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck toured 1-295 from 
Kuser Road to Broad Street and the link between I-295 
and |-195 near Kuser Road prior to its opening to the 
public on August 17. No official ceremony was held, 
however, members of the press were invited to accom- 
pany the Commissioner on the tour. 

Opening of the $33-million, 5.5 mile section of I-295 
and the $27-million195/295 interchange will result in a 
significant reduction in traffic on local roads, including 
Kuser Road, South Broad Street, the White Horse- 
Mercerville Road and the White Horse Circle. 

This new roadway is part of a $250 million project 
known as the Trenton Complex which also includes 
Route 29 and 129. The project could be completed in 
1993, if funding permits. 


Research division 
premiers new Digest 


The Division of Research and Demonstration intro- 
duced a new publication in August, Research Digest. 
The first issue describes current Department research in 
treating high occupancy vehicles, determining traffic 
noise barrier effectiveness, predicting skid resistance of 
bituminous pavements through accelerated laboratory 
testing of aggregates. According to Director Eugene F. 
Reilly, the biannual digest will be distributed to 2,000 
researchers in the United States and abroad. 


Ron Maruca, Resident Engineer and Jim Hogan, Senior 
Engineer inspect cement piles beneath the new Route 
90 viaduct. 


Route 90 is set to 
finish ahead of schedule 


Thanks to good weather, the $31.8-million Route 90 
project, the 1.1-mile connector route between the Betsy 
Ross Bridge and Route 73, is ahead of schedule. Con- 
tractors PKF-Mark III and Robert T. Winzinger anticipate 
completing three years of work in approximately two 
years. 

When completed, the new route is expected to allevi- 
ate traffic from the heavily-traveled Tacony-Palmyra 
Bridge, making Philadelphia more accessible to New 
Jersey drivers via the Betsy Ross Bridge. The project 
includes the reconstruction of the Route 73 bridge over 
the Pennsauken Creek’s South Branch plus the building 
of three new bridges, one which is partially open to traffic 
and two which are 95% completed. 

One of the bridges, the Route 90 viaduct, is nine 
hundred feet long and is supported by two hundred 70- 
feet tall cement piles. It took almost three months to 
evenly drive and align these piles. “No easy task,” said 
Jim Hogan who was interviewed on the job in 95-degree 
heat. 

Another challenge for the DOT Senior Engineer was 
to preserve the wetlands under the bridge. This was 
done by laying a blanket of black filter fabric under the 
bridge and covering it with dirt in order to bring equip- 
ment and supplies in without damaging the wetlands 
below. The dirt and blanket are later removed so that the 
wetlands gradually grow back unharmed. 

The original completion date was October 1988, 
however Route 90 could be completed well ahead of 
schedule. It is funded by the Transportation Trust Fund 


\and the Delaware River Port Authority. 7 


What should the Department be doing for New Jersey? 
A new departmental Mission Statement was written and 
announced this month. It is as follows: 


MISSION STATEMENT 


Itis the mission of the Department of Transportation 
to provide transportation systems for the citizens of 
New Jersey by using its resources in a coordinated, 
balanced, cost effective manner. 

Consistent with this Mission Statement, the Depart- 
ment of Transportation has established the following 
objectives: 


1. Plan, design, construct, maintain and manage an 
efficient, balanced statewide transportation system 
which promotes the state’s economic development 
goals. 

2. Seek cost effective solutions to transportation 
problems while promoting the conservation of non- 
renewable resources and minimizing adverse envi- 
ronmental impacts. 

3. Promote efficient land development patterns 
based on existing transportation facilities. 

4. Develop and maintain a safe, efficient statewide 
passenger and freight transportation system which 
provides essential connections within the state and 
the region. 

5. Enhance access to the state transportation sys- 
tem for all people, including the transportation disad- 
vantaged. 

6. Encourage involvement in decision-making by 


including local governments, advisory committees, 


commuter groups and employees in the process. 

7. Provide the opportunity for employees to de- 
velop professionally. 

8. Coordinate the activities of the Department with 
those of other state agencies and public authorities, 
regional and national organizations, and other agen- 
cies with transportation responsibilities within the 
state. 


A statement of the Department of Transportation’s 
mission has been updated periodically, the last time by 
former Commissioner John P. Sheridan Jr. This spring 
Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck called for another look 
after a consensus of 27 members of the senior manage- 
ment of NJDOT told her that the need to clarify the 
Department's mission statement was identified in recent 
interviews with middle and upper managers. 

Re-formulating a new mission statement was one of the 
first issues the new Policy Advisory Committee undertook. 
Thecommittee, headed by Commissioner Gluck, included 
Deputy Commissioner Michael F. Barrett, Assistant 
Commissioners Jack Friedenrich, James A. Crawford and 
Roger E. Nutt, NJ TRANSIT Executive Director Jerome C. 
Premo, Deputy Highway Commissioner Robert Inno- 
cenzi, Special Assistant for Strategic Planning Linda M. 
Anselmini, Deputy Assistant Commissioner Al Harf, and 
Director of Policy and Legislative Analysis Robert Shee- 
han, who is secretary of the committee. Sheehan’s office 
serves as staff for the committee. 

All comments and suggestions concerning the new 
Mission Statemenmt should be forwarded to Sheehan. 
Commissioner Gluck intends for the Policy Committee to 
update the Mission Statement each year. 


DOT TOT day care center readies for October opening 


Central Services crews are at work transforming 940 
Lower Ferry Road, Ewing, formerly aDOT Permits Office, 
into bright and airy space for the new DOT TOT day care 
center for Trenton area Department employees. 

The center is scheduled to open early in October for 
pre-schoolers aged six weeks to five years of age. It willbe 
open weekdays from 7:30 am to 6 pm. 

“We've got our hopes up that it will be affordable,” said 
Wes Armstrong. He and his wife, Lynne, work in Design 
units and are hoping to register their sons, Alex, 3, and Eric, 
six weeks. Wes has been working on the financial commit- 
tee. 

Registration for the DOT TOT center is on-going. 


Central Services’ Daniel Di Benedetto, Umilo Santoro Jr. 
and John Demko confer. They are part of the crew which 
has been working on the DOT TOT center. 


Employees are urged to contact Cecilia Baines at 530-2725 
or Kate Immordino at 530-2937 for further information. 

A day care provider is being selected through the 
competitive bid process which will result in a public/private 
partnership. The vendor will operate the center, providing 
staff, program, and insurance. 

Employee-parents are working on committees for 
provider and equipment selection, financial planning, 
admissions policies, fee scales and admissions proce- 
dures. The planners are headed by Linda M. Anselmini, 
Joyce Himelman and Keith Daniels, special assistants to 
Commissioner Gluck and Affirmative Action Officer Kath- 
leen Immordino. Representatives of the unions which 


serve the Department have also played an active role in the 
creation of the DOT TOT center. 

A day care center was one of Commissioner Gluck’s 
earliest priorities forthe Department. One already exists for 
state employees who work at the North Princeton Develop- 
ment Center. Human Services and Law and Public Safety 
are also planning day care center for employees in their 
Trenton offices. 

Employees working on committees include: 

Day care provider. R. Lynne Acerra, Anna Adubato, 
Marlia Bailey, Lisa A. Bellizio, Jackie L. Buie, Michelle 
Coluccio, Mary Anne Esposito, Diane Hitt, Kim Jan- 
iszewski, Polina Knaster, Constance Myers, Barbara 
Richebacher, Elizabeth Rojas, Andrea Seabridge, Marie 
Slowikowski, Sara Summiel, Cheryl Teel, Mary Ann White, 
Donna Zucchetti. 

Financial: C. Wesley Armstrong, Primitivo Cruz, Dennis 
Degregory, Lillian Foster, Jack Innocenzi, Walter 
McGrosky, Lorraine Rezner, Renee Rulon, Rita Sardana, 
George Spells, Linda Zajac. 

Equipment. Kelei Carter, Janet Coleman, Mary Ann 
Deamer, Rita Hewitson, Peggy Howland, Anne Jawks, 
John McCarthy, Kimberly N. Mooring, Laura Olexa, Marie 
Sener, Mina Tsintzas. 

Procedures: Cecilia Baines, Mary Kondash, Ginger 
Lyon, Jagdish Patel, Kiran Shelat, Clara F. Smith, Dodi 
West. 

Non-profit corporation: Kathleen Aufschneider, Monica 
Downs, Bonny F. McCarter, Judith Parrish, Karen Stalcup, 
Jimmy Tarlau. 

Central Services: Donald Chiacchio, Director; Purchase 
and Stores Chief Joseph Russo, Shirley Guerieri and 
Joseph Szalecki; Plant Engineering and Operations Chief 
Bob Britton and Project Engineer Bill Amerine; Bob Dom- 
browsky, Interior Designer for Facilities Managment; and 
Region III repair crews supervised by foreman Ed Downs. 


940 Lower Ferry Road, located to the rear of the 
Department's Headquarters Building, is being transformed 
into space suitable for pre-school! children. 
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DOT women insure safe roads 


It’s no accident that New Jersey’s high- 
ways are among the safest in the nation. 

One reason for this is the Department's 
system-wide testing program which as- 
sures that all the materials that go into the 
construction of roads and bridges meet the 
highest quality standards. 

Testing these materials has traditionally 
been considered a man’s job. The work is 
dirty. It involves handling bituminous, 
concrete, asphalt, steel, aluminum, chemi- 
cals, etc. 

But of late more and more women are 
entering the field. They prefer the activity in 
the lab over sedentary office work and 
enjoy the opportunity for advancement and 
higher pay in the engineering aide title. 

Among the first was June Beyer, Princi- 
pal Engineering Aide in Region 5’s Materi- 
als Lab in the Headquarters Complex. 

“Icame to this building 20 years ago as a 
clerk-typist,” Beyer recalled. © “I was in the 
process of divorce. | had two small boys 
to take care of." 

When the Personnel Department, then 
called Civil Service, announced the test for 
engineering aide, Beyer’s male co-workers 
suggested she take the test. She had seen 
what the work entailed and was confident 
she could do it. 

Despite dire predictions that she would 
fail or, if successful, would not be ap- 
pointed, she passed the test and was 
assigried to the soils lab. 

“That was a long hot summer,” she re- 
called, “but | learned a lot.” 

From the soils lab she went on to the 
cement lab, then to bituminous, continuing 
up the ladder to her present post as an 
asphalt plant inspector. 

There are 75 asphalt plants in New Jer- 
sey and three in Pennsylvania on her in- 
spection list. When a new plant opens she 
goes there, checks its laboratory to make 
sure it has all the necessary materials and 
brings back samples of its products for 
analysis in the DOT labs. 

The samples are tested according to the 
standards of the American Society of 
Testing Materials (ASTM) to make certain 
that the materials used to construct the 
roads are of sufficient durability and 
strength to hold up under constant use. 

Yes, the work does call for technical skill, 
but it is a skill you can learn while working. 
“Anyone can learn on the job,” Beyer said. 

Those thoughts were echoed by several 
women in nearby labs. 

At work.in the bituminous lab were Carla 


Peak, 27, of Ewing and Tracy Walton, 21, of 
Trenton. Peak, an Engineering Aide |, 
Materials, attended Mercer County College 
before coming to the Department. Walton, 
an Engineering Aide Il, attended Rider 
College for a semester. 

Using laboratory testing equipment, they 
remove asphalt samples from bituminous 
concrete and then grade the stone and 
sand precipitates to make sure they meet 
ASTM standards. They test eight samples 
a day. 

Both women chose working in the mate- 
rials lab because of the variety of work it 
provides. 

“The job is basically physical,” Peak said, 
“but not too physically demanding. It’s not 
clean work,” the lab-coated aide said,” but 
you can progress on the job.” 

Another woman with high regard for the 
cooperation of her male co-workers is 
Leslie Wood, 26, of Trenton. 

A 1986 graduate of Trenton State Col- 
lege with a degree in mechanical engineer- 
ing, Wood's title is Engineering Aide |, 
Physical Testing. She loves her job and is 
aiming to advance in the Department to the 
Senior Engineer title. 

Using a state-of-the-art machine that 
simultaneously crushes materials and 
analyzes their contents, Wood and her co- 
workers test the qualities of concrete and 
the tensile strength of steel reinforcement 
materials. 

One test determines how many bubbles 
are in a 36-pound concrete cylinder. The 
cylinder is made up here from sample 
materials obtained from construction con- 
tractors. Too many bubbles would mean 
that the concrete in aroad constructed from 
that material would break down from the 
effects of salt. 

The end products of these tests are bet- 
ter roads for New Jersey. 


Women are making their mark in the testing 
of materials that go into New Jersey's 
roads and bridges. Among those in the 
Region 5 Materials Testing lab are (clock- 
wise): Eileen Conolly, Senior Materials 
Engineer; Leslie Wood, Engineering Aide |; 
Tracy Walton, Engineering Aide Il; Carla 
Peak, Engineering Aide |; Surour Taday- 
oni, Engineering Aide |; and June Beyer, 
Principal Engineering Aide. 
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Young returns from Alaskan adventure 


Ifthe Department ever holds acontest for 


who had the most interesting summer, 
Gene Young of the Office of the Inspector 
General would certainly be a contender. 
For 17 days this summer, Gene was in 
Alaska participating in a project sponsored 
by the US Forest Service and the Appala- 
chian Mountain Club. 

“| went with four fellow members of the 
South Jersey Outdoors Club to work on 
extending a trail on Power Creek, near 
Cordova, Alaska,” said Gene, who nor- 
mally hikes the Pine Barrens with club 
members. Instead, he spent time in a land 
of temperate rain forests, enormous gla- 
ciers, treacherous rivers and jagged moun- 
tains. 

It was an experience not readily forgot- 
ten. After leaving from Philadelphia, Gene 
flew first to Anchorage and then to Seward. 
From there they took a large ferry up the 
Copper River to Cordova. There are no 
roads leading to Cordova, which, like many 


EOPLE 


Alaskan towns, is a fishing and cannery 
town. 

From there, it was to the trail. Once 
finished, the trail will extend eight miles into 
the wilderness. One mile had already been 
completed by the group before Gene, and 
his group added another mile. A total of six 
days was spent clearing the trail, which is 
only 24 inches wide. It is cut into the side 
of a mountain. 

On one of those days, the group came 
upon a black bear eating berries. “I heard 
the smack of cartridges,” Gene said, as 
one of the Appalachian Mountain Club 
members loaded his rifle. Happily, the 
startled bear took off. 

The actual work on the trail was long and 
arduous. Cutting atrail through an Alaskan 
forest required chain saws, pick axes, Pu- 
laskis (a single-bit ax with an adz-shaped 
hoe extending from the back), crowbars, 
and other tools. It rained nearly all of the six 
working days andthe ground and flora was 


DOTers employed in Region III Construction and Maintenance and Right of Way recently 
occupied a new two-story office building constructed next to an existing maintenance yard. 
The complex will also include a garage which is nearing completion. 

The Transporter photographed several employees adapting to their new quarters. The 
are: (top row) Don McNamara, Negotiator and Joseph A. McDonnel, Senior Negotiator in 
the Right of Way office; Maris Larmanis, Senior Engineer and Ray Hallgreen, Assistant 
Engineer, puzzleing over a new micro-film reader; Virginia Gillespie, Secretarial Assistant 
Il and Louis J. Amico, District Supervisor, Right of Way; Barbara Kirby, Sr. Clerk Typist; 
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Recent Retirees 


Clifford Chichester. Crew Supervisor, 
C&M, 41 years; Thomas A. Ayres, Chief 
Bridge Operator, Design, 38 years; John 
T. Kiselewicz, Engineer, Design, 38 
years; Julius R. Katona, Sr. Landscape 
Architect, Design, 34 years; Louis Win- 
cek, Equipment Operator, C&M, 31 years; 
Rita D. Cunningham, Secretarial Assis- 
tant Ill, Design, 30 years; Edward R. 
D’Arcy, Chief, C&M, 29 years; Dominic 
C. Leuci, Area Supervisor, C&M, 23 
years; Eugene Holmes, Maintenance 
Worker |, C&M, 20 years; Eddie Hebert, 
Equipment Operator, C&M, 13 years; 
Frank P. Motchnik, Operator Engineer, 
Central Services, 9 years; Maurice Li- 
Mato, Sr. Highway Inspector, C&M, 8 
years; R. Gloria Landers, Project Spe- 
cialist, Communications, 5 years. 


Retirees: 

To keep receiving Transporter please 
remember to notify us directly if you 
change your address. We have no other 
source. 


Young 
always soaked. “If you put yourhandon the 
side of a tree, water would run down be- 
tween your fingers,” Gene said. He also 
stated that it was quite a task getting out of 
a large rainsuit and into a dry tent without 
getting even wetter. 

Gene’s group was guided by two em- 
ployees of the US Forest Service, both 
female. Their nicknames were Deerslayer 
and Laughing Water, and both were “crack 
shots.” 


~~ 


Freehold Region Ill offices open 


While the six days of work were taxing, 
the days off more than refreshed the 
group’s members. Seeing Alaska’s rough- 
hewn landscape and primitive way of life 
was a sharp contrast to the flatlands of the 
Pines and the suburbs of New Jersey. One 
excursion brought the group to the Child’s 
Glacier along the cold and fast-running 
Copper River. They watched huge chunks 
of glacial ice fall into the river. Occasionally, 
some chunks are so large they cause atidal 
wave within the river that could wash away 
anything near the banks. 

“If that happened, they told us to run,” 
said Gene. 

Days like that, andones spent among the 
residents of Cordova, tempered the hard 
work in the rain forest. Gene was im- 
pressed with the people who live and work 
there. “It’s a harsh land, it’s hard on its 
people. They say you don’t grow old in 
Alaska —you either die or move to Hawaii.” 

Gene found the trip rewarding but strenu- 
ous. At 62, he was the group’s oldest 
member. He is in very good shape and has 
hiked as much as 30 miles inone day. But 
commenting on this vacation, he says “I’m 
glad | did it, but | don’t think I'll do it again.” 

Back in New Jersey, Gene works as an 
auditor in the Inspector General's Office 
and has been with the Department since 
1976. 
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Steno, chatting with Bob Leahey, Regional Maintenance Engineer. 

(Bottom row) Carl Brecciai, Senior Engineer, Pat Maiorano, Inspector of Permits, stands 
over Lisa Burt, a co-op student in the permit section; Maureen Glick, Clerk Typist, Susan 
Rubinelli, Secretarial Assistant Ill and Bruce Kuhlthau, Principal Engineer in the construc- 
tion office; and in the new snow room and dispatcher’s office we found Matthew Smyth, 
Equipment and Materials Coordinator and Andrew Kraemer, Regional Maintenance 
Supervisor, deciding on where to hang an intersection map. 


3Fiers 


Craig Prekop, Offset Operator in the 
Print Shop, and his wife, Jackie, are the 
proud parents of a 7 lb. 1 oz. boy, Robert 
Craig, who was born on August 20. 


ee ee 


Harry Yaede, Plans and Specifications, 
shot a two over par 74 to take low gross 
honors in the 7 UP/MDA Golf Tournament 
on August 19 at Sky View Country Club in 
Robbinsville. There were 144 partici- 
pants. Harry received atrophy at a dinner 
following the tournament. 


Attention golfers 


Golfers interested in helping organize 
a “DOT Open’ during the 1988 season 
are invited to contact John Dourgarian 
in the Communications Office. He can 
be reached at 5-3279. 


Ed Baker, Chief of Local Aid, presents a 
clock to Wayne Davis at a luncheon given 
to honor him for 40 years of service. 
Davis is a Principal Local Aid Investigator 
in the Mount Laurel Local Aid Bureau. 


After some 30 years of disuse, the ferry boat is experiencing a renaissance. The boat above once plied area waters. If you can identify 
this photograph, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Headquarters, Trenton. It 
is not necessary to send the Transporter photograph with your answer. Please submit your answers by September 24. 


Can you identify this ‘Moment in History’? 


Last month’s photograph was of the Jones Road bridge over 
Route |-95/I-80 in Bergen County. 35 DOTers correctly identified the 
photograph. The correct replies came from the following Construc- 
tion and Maintenance employees: Anthony Devita, Maintenance 
Worker I; Joseph Devita, Equipment Operator; Fred Marchitto, 
Inspector of Permits Il; Mike Devita, Crew Supervisor; Ross Wiess- 
mann, Principal Engineer, Materials; Ulrich H. Steinberg, Principal 
Engineer, Construction; James R. Edler, Truck Driver; John J. Smo- 
linski, Truck Driver; Lee Brewer, Principal Highway Inspector; Eu- 
gene Bauer, Truck Driver; Aurelio Matos Jr., Senior Engineer; Kevin 
A. Kosky, Truck Driver; Peter Celentano, Crew Supervisor; Rich Zei- 
gler, Seasonal Assistant; Angelo J. Gatto, Assistant Crew Supervi- 
sor; Russell Vilardo, Materials; Robert B. Kulvicki, Project Engineer; 
and Walter Oset, Principal Inspector. 


Other replies came from: Jack Mansfield, Project Engineer, 
Geotechnical Engineering; Mark J. Smith, Principal Engineer, 
Transportation Systems Research; Joseph D. Bodnar, Project 
Engineer, Traffic; John Tomchick, Senior Engineer, Electrical; Phil 
Currie, Principal Engineer, Electrical; Glenn Lawrence, Principal 
Engineer, Design; William L. Munczinski, Project Engineer, Traffic; 
Raymond Kropinack, Senior Right of Way Appraiser; George K. 
McCarthy, Senior Engineer, Design; Cindy L. Fletcher, Principal 
Clerk Typist, Design; John M. Pacholek, Project Engineer, Design 
Standards; Dan Rappoport, Ridesharing Coordinator; Ira Levin- 
ton, Senior Engineer, Planning; Prakash P. Patel, Assistant 
Engineer, Bridges & Structures; Robert Shu, Senior Engineer, 
Bridges and Structures; Henry Soloway, Principal Engineer, De- 
sign; Joseph J. Prochnicki, Resident Engineer, Region II 
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